Mick Millar keaps on truckin® o the Limerick City Galery of A,

WIHDOE HELEN D'CONNELL

Fowr Ehime of mn w0 muale it e Paris 1o see Mok Miller's exhitetion, Trackivase® Mnsming
from & Meolils Sewdin a6 the Comtre Cuavorod Irbsdes sy year, Limesick Ciry Gallery s ol o
whangs b viow this impremic body of work demnicling the wnes uniquc relascsship with his
mmastsl: iruck sudin

Nt wm 1997 when Mk Millar decided oo sor upon & oo be'd ad 10 Oy puinfieg fuom o moble
wlmervation plaform whach could be oonstandy on the mowe. He evernuslly stbed on s s owheel,
13-foct boa sk which had proviensly boom usel w0 repair pelephine lnc. i w1 be the
tegaaming ol @ oo el mmimare welstionship wiich saoidd il e mabing of some of Mlle's
wmend pewerful work o dne. Hin exhibirion i 8 homage o s e

Leaving Englined for brelaned in [984, i was 1992 before Miller kel phe Dulbslin art wodkd Schind
o the bikeak heauty af Couney Slipn, *The shock of nare is & sl deing & pou've grmm upin
acaty,” he cuplaina, <t Iving in th aossarysde for |5 pess, you sealise what neture 5 = i gets inig
.= Prie i sogaring hiv mrock, Miller speon b deys niing cascl s barbed. wise fences and
dcvcloping a wlerancs for warching his work boing own off il or splaisencd by flics snd min, His
truch tu prrided him wirh @ pomraordinasy liberanon™ by crablng him e paint on e air whils
remaning: protociod from the unprodsoable elemenn. “You are in the laindaipe bt pou e ol -
PR e we——

Tracscapees in & sebeoriom of drowings in Clisesse s Indian sl evenited berwees 1998 and 207
The first work in she scoompanping cmkatue b “Beosee Head™, the vory fint dowag Miller over
ooomplotod i hiv truck. Most of the other drawings are cenes fnom anuml his fonmer Bome s
Kibmaceranny of emangleid bedgeroves, moes and shrobs Bom the Sligo hondsape. Alifoagh they'ne
vl hack o predomimamty Wack snd white pakeme, Milker has 2n escanny sbility o makg des
Bamalscaprs wrrthe wah s awganic B of dicir omm. He crodits bis abilay bix Feaeomed =in the onengy
ol all kst chenail™ me b pracrice of Chinese 1l ohe Tr enslbled him 1o open himcll 1o ihe bndwape
i et Ehe cocrgy of whai b woes enter che painting

Mensly famed acwsdays for his lange ol lindscapes, i b inbenesting 10 hear Moy doscribe il
promanly an & drawerr rabar thas @ paimer. He dows ol osisdor himmcd¥ s colounst but rather an s
ke vicws lindscape "in 3 very spanially griphic way™. The “Encir entrande inds distance™ that b soes
i what pulls rhe viewer's opn In, eocoursging I i lose itscll i the detail, & desire 1o lend the blsck
el wrhite drwwmgs the same imessiny e the ol paintings led o the intrsducison of poscr ook, The
wir of wire bronher arad grosder paids e pull Baek light inms densings that had beoome joo dark
llored S pecudemsal things so happon, “Srangely, o's moee like namee dean the way | can daw 2"
Becilitating caxiting “comirolicd socidonin®

Ml b rocensty sl his counorpusde o b Kilmscorssssy and ssoved with his wife, Noroes,
araf chifdren. b Rarwnes Proine by the s, on the ouisbirs of Sligs nsn Altbeagh be has el the s
byt creeyp o his pavehe and make i immense presence ki, it has pot yer appeaned in s
work. B will b cintoersting 0o sor hew it dines apgear s time. For the meeweni, Miller has his
enmted erach purked Going the mythical s of Ben Dulben. Up wmil nee b bod aveided i
prescnoe and nigosy, waked in the weight of Yean amd leish myeholegy, in Inour of the low
ghinfiid mpects of the lendwapes of Counry $ligo, Ber modey, when be opesa dhe @i door af hiv
e, Mick Miller i becliing wraght ar ehe mosin e
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